Text for CycltiqueTM:  (A sub category of “restoration”.)  

CycltiqueTM:

Starting with a damaged or neglected bike, missing parts are replaced with correct era used ones, then all parts are cleaned,  polished and rebuilt. If decals & striping are visible, they are photographed,  traced and reproduced.  In some cases, we can same portion of he original finish and match the new paint to the old. If rust has taken hold, or the frame has been refinished, it is stripped to clean metal, repaired as needed and a durable new finish is applied.  In any case, since the components show their age, any new paint is carefully “weathered” using airbrushes, and other techniques to artificially simulate the appearance of a well maintained original.  

When the finished result is in our showroom people often ask anxiously, “you’re not gonna repaint this are you?”, mistaking the finished product for a beautiful original which should be preserved “as is”.

Text to go with the attached photos:

This 1930’s Bastide track bike as restored for Eric Rodriguez, grandson of the original owner.  CyclArt was able to replace the missing handlebars & stem slider.  We replaced the seat with  a usable one of the same type, and ridable tires were found.  Of the several Bastides we have seen and in speaking with several experts on track bikes of the era, this bike is the first time we found any evidence of graphics on the frame.  This may be because the name and pinstriping were originally done in “gold” paint consisting primarily of bronze powder which  oxidized quickly.  It took very careful inspection and gentle cleaning to detect the original graphics striping pattern. The frame had begun to rust aggressively in spots,  Some the frame was completely repainted.  Rust was completely removed, but we applied “patina” to simulate rust dirt & wear.  All components were serviced, polished and reinstalled.  Wheels were disassembled down  to individual spokes and bearings before reassembly.  The result is a bike that is no longer in danger of further rust damage, it’s old & authentic character is preserved and enhanced.  The bike is now completely functional and it’s name and graphics will not be lost to history.  

